
FUN FACT:
Orphaned moose calves stay 
in care at Aspen Valley for 
about 18 months – the length 
of time that they would spend 
with their mothers in the wild. 
This costs about $120.00/week 
per calf. The number of humans
who interact with calves 
is strictly limited to avoid
habituation. Also, in order too 
mimic the strong bond between 
cows and calves, caregivers sleep 
with calves until they can
be placed with Ella.

DID YOU KNOW:
Over the past decade, the moose 
population in Ontario has 
dwindled by 20%. Several factors 
contribute to this. For example, 
hunting regulations allow 91,000 
provincially-licensed moose 
hunters for a population of only 
78,000 moose. In addition, climate 
change and increasing temperatures 
in the boreal forest cause heat stress. 
Moose are adapted for extreme cold 
and deep snow, which allows them 
to avoid predation. Because winters
 are no longer cold enough and snow 
depth has decreased, however, moose 
can be hunted by their natural 
predators more easily.

on moose:

Species: Alces alces (largest and heaviest members of the deer family)

Physical Description: adult males (bulls) have antler spreads of up to 2.0 m (79”) which weigh up to 30 kg (66 lb.); bulls about stand 2.0 m (6.5’) at the shoulder and weigh 380 to 700 kg (850 to 1,500 lb); adult females (cows) stand about 1.5 m (5’) at the shoulder and weigh 200 to 360 kg (450 to 800 lb.); cloven hooves provide support on marshy and snowy ground; thickened skin provides excellent cold tolerance

Behaviour: often solitary, and do not form herds; calves walk within a few hours of birth and can swim a few days later; calves stay with mothers for 18 months; typically, moose are not aggressive toward humans, but can be provoked when harassed/startled; cows with calves are very protective

Habitat: boreal and mixed forests; marshy areas of northern and central Canada; ranges must have edible plants and adequate protection from severe weather

Diet: herbivores (plant eaters); consume browse (leaves, bark, twigs), berries, and aquatic plants; diet varies according to season
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More 
on moose:

Species: Alces alces 
(largest and heaviest members 
of the deer family)

Physical Description: 
adult males (bulls) have antler 
spreads of up to 2.0 m (79”) 
which weigh up to 30 kg (66 lb.); 
bulls about stand 2.0 m (6.5’) at 
the shoulder and weigh 380 to
700 kg (850 to 1,500 lb); 
adult females (cows) stand 
about 1.5 m (5’) at the shoulder 
and weigh 200 to 360 kg
(450 to 800 lb.); cloven hooves
provide support on marshy and 
snowy ground; thickened skin 
provides excellent cold tolerance

Behaviour: often solitary, and 
do not form herds; calves walk 
within a few hours of birth and 
can swim a few days later;
calves stay with mothers for
18 months; typically, moose 
are not aggressive toward humans, 
but can be provoked when
harassed/startled; cows with calves 
are very protective

Characteristics: keen sense of 
sight, hearing, and smell; 
may spend 8 to 10 hours travelling 
up to 65 km (40 miles) per day 
in the winter

Communication: complex social 
hierarchies are maintained 
through a variety of vocalisations, 
scent markings, and body 
language (e.g., to show 
dominance, they stand 
with raised tails)

Life Expectancy: 6 to 8 years in 
the wild, and longer in captivity

Average Cost to Feed:
 $250.00/month per wolf 
in our care

Fun Fact: have 200 million scent 
cells (versus about 5 million 
in humans); can smell other 
animals more that 
1.6 km (1 mile) away

Habitat: boreal and mixed forests; 
marshy areas of northern and central 
Canada; ranges must have edible 
plants and adequate protection from
severe weather
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